
Parish Council of Coleford 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Newsletter for January 2026 
 

Parish Councilor Vacancy 

Do you live or work in the village?  Passionate about Coleford? Want to help make a long-lasting 

change?  Do you have innovative ideas for the council?  Do you have concerns about a specific issue & 

want to do something about it? We need people from all backgrounds and experiences who reflect their 

community to put themselves forward for co-option to the Parish Council.  

 

If you would like to find out more about the role of the Councillor and the work that the Council does, 

then please contact the Parish Clerk on 07971 516916 or email clerk@colefordpc.org.uk 

 

Planning Applications 

2025/2250/HSE - 15 Newbury Cottages, Newbury Hill, Coleford, Radstock. 

First floor extension to side elevation 

Coleford Parish Council recommended approval  

Somerset Planning officer will make the final decision 

 

A letter has been received from Ilos Energy notifying the Council of a proposed solar development on 

land southwest of Cherry Garden Farm – The site is a total of 31 hectares.  This is at the very start of 

the process and they have said they will consult with the Parish Council and Parishioners in the future. 

 

2025/1770/PIP - Rope Walk, Notice of Appeal – Notification of appeal has been received.   

The Council will give this further consideration at the next planning meeting, but will be looking to 

submit the original reasons for rejecting the application. 

 

PCSO 

PCSO Will Mortimer provided a report which noted that during December there were 2 cases of 

violence against person recorded. 

 

Coleford Village Sign 

The village sign looks resplendent after being professionally cleaned and 

repainted by local artist.  The Parish Council are thrilled with the results 

and hope that the sign will stand proud into the future.     

 

On a less positive note, we were extremely disappointed to see that the 

riffle has been snapped off from the Unknown Soldier.  Sadly, this is not 

the first time that the tribute has been damaged, we have in the past had to reattach the 

bayonet on two occasions.  Anyone with any information about how this damage has 

happened, please do contact the clerk on clerk@colefordpc.org.uk  

 

Levelling of the Highbury Playing Field 

Several people have asked what is happening with respect to the levelling of the Highbury playing 

field.  We continue to be in contact with Pennys who are waiting for an appropriate site before the work 

can commence.  This could happen at any time and once we have a date for the work to start, we will 

promote this on our website www.colefordpc.org.uk and on social media.  

 

Miss V Watts 

Clerk to the Council 

Tel: 07971 516916 / 01749 880428 

Email: clerk@colefordpc.org.uk   

Gallant Hill Farm 

Foxcote 

Radstock 

BA3 5YB 



Highways 

The following report was given: 
 

• Fallen trees/hedges - good to see clearance work done at Vobster  

• Highbury St - dropped drain and surround  

• Charlton Lane junction - stones on road  

• Halecombe - deep depressions and potholes beyond quarry entrance  

• Shepton Mallet - potholes reported at Downside and Fosse Lane  

• Owls Nest - long pothole reported  

• Cherry Gardens Lane - potholes and edge erosion along while length  

• Charlton Rd junction with B3159 - Give Way lines invisible  

• Charlton Park Road to Haydon - potholes along whole length 

 

The following Highway issues were also discussed and will be reported to Somerset Council: 
 

• The sign at the entrance to Beacon View is bent and grubby.   

• Can we press to get a reduced speed limit implemented at Newbury school.  The road also 

needs to be resurfaced.   

• Pot hole near Glasses Farm in Holcombe  

• Repaint request for ‘Keep clear’ on the road next to the old Co-op. 

• Cllr Ham to chase up Somerset Highways Engineer Sara Davies for a response to the request 

for appropriate sites for Speed Indicator Devices. 

 

Coleford Food Store 

A representative from the Coleford Food Store gave a presentation.  The group currently comprises 

of 5 volunteers who work to coordinate the delivery of food parcels and managing food donations.  

Over Christmas they issued 14 hampers and even a Christmas tree which had been provided by 

Ammerdown House.  It is hoped that next Christmas this can be extended to more people.   

 

The Coleford store is covering Coleford, Holcombe and the neighbouring village and are taking 

referrals from Mendip Country Practice, Citizens Advice, Bishop 

Henderson School and Mendip Connections  The group are currently 

working out of the Church Hall on a Friday 2.30pm til 4.30 and @ The 

Coleford Hub on a Monday from 1pm - 2.30pm.  During these times 

people are welcome to drop off donations and collect if previously 

arranged. Donations are also accepted at the Mendip Country Practice. 

 

Lack of storage space is an issue and they currently have no fridge, so can only take tins and dried 

food.  In the future they would like to open a community larder to allow them to take fresh produce.  

If anyone has any suggestions of premises that can offer more room please get in touch. 

 

Anyone in need of support should contact one of the referral groups mentioned above who will be 

happy to advise.  Further information can be found on Facebook, search Coleford Foodstore, 

Independent Foodbank or email colefordfoodstore@gmail.com  

 

 

Date of Next Meetings:  

11th February 2026 Parish Council meeting 

25th February 2026 Planning meeting 

 

If you have any issues that you would like to bring to the Parish Council’s 

attention, please contact the Clerk on 07971 516916 or email clerk@colefordpc.org.uk  Check out the 

website www.colefordpc.org.uk 

 

Philip Ham 

Chairman of Coleford Parish Council 
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