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Newsletter for June 2026

Coleford Shedders

The Coleford Shedders were making good progress on the renovation of the phone box at Careys Mead, which
included cleaning the glass ready for reinstallation. It had been suggested that the phone box could be called the
‘Highbury library’.

Highways

Councilor update - Cllr Townsend provided the following report:
- Vobster - rough surface giving Alton Towers ride, since has been marked up for repair
- Between White Post and Charlton Lane - edge erosion reported and repaired

- = - Charity Lane - pothole reported and repaired
= ‘ - Stoke Bottom - pothole on bend reported
V - Highbury St - road closure challenged but Highways insisted it was vital for safety purposes.

- Stockhill - removal of Road Closure sign requested

Footpath issues reported:
- Back of Kings Head, FR 4/27, becoming badly overgrown particularly with nettles making it unsafe for
the elderly who use it regularly
- Anchor Rd to Farley Dell, possibly FR 4/5, invaded by overhanging beech hedge from No 81 on the south
side.

Update on the meeting with Somerset Councilor Philip Ham and Sara Davies Somerset Highways Engineer —
The following issues were discussed and it was agreed that the Council would continue to press for action
throughout the village roads.

Coleford:

a) Speed indicators sites. Sara Davies Somerset Highways Engineer had highlighted the best
locations for the SID at Lipyeate and Stockhill. There was also a discussion as to whether the
Council would be better to consider the Evolis Mobile units rather than Evolis Vision which
would enable the council to move the unit more easily if it choose to in the future.

b)Floral displays at the village entrance. Sara doesn’t like them as they rot but also can be
considered a hazard so suggested a wicket gate with a name plate of the village, plant bulbs and flowers and may
be a low trough . It was agreed that the council would send the proposed site location for approval.

¢) 20mph in Church St. — Sara said this would not be enforced by police but could be implemented
if paid for by the Parish Council. Sara said she would look into the siting of new signs like ‘No
Pavements, Children Playing, Road Narrowing or Narrow road.’

d) ‘Keep Clear’ sign by Old Coop to be repainted asap this year.

Newbury:

Volume of traffic, speed of traffic, mixing with children with additional needs walking and riding horses from
the disabled unit in Hoares Lane, plus guests visiting Luckington Gables, Hobbit Houses, Babington House, five
riding establishments and 60+ children attending the school on a daily basis, plus farm traffic combines to make
a lethal mix.
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Sara said, 20mph signs are not an option as would not be enforceable, but very willing to help by:
1) Repainting rumble strips
2) Children signs walking / playing, road narrowing or narrow roads, slow signs in road.
3) Sara will look into the protocol of use of horses for the disabled and relationship between the two
schools and liabilities of both establishments.

Kilmersdon:

Parking opposite the Jolliffe Arms, the Parish Council to follow up with Sara

Dip in road on the hill of Hoares Lane.

30mph signs to be moved towards Joliffe bridge as agreed in planning permission several years ago.
Manbhole sunk in Kilmersdon hill.

Road Closed Signage:

Produced several photos of bad signage, Diversion signs at Charlton, signs in the middle of the road near bend
on junction of Charity lane onto Mells road. Road closed ahead signs in the wrong place, Sara said she had also
noticed bad signage on the way to Coleford. I also complained about the slow and lack of removal of signs. She
said she would report back to right team our observations.

MAJOR CROSS ROADS
*  Burnt Wood cross roads - This will cost around 4 million.
1*' set of plans have been rejected by Sara and other members of her team and they are being redrawn . The
farmers who are giving up land were also not happy in the way the drawings were using more land than
needed.

* Beacon cross roads - Somerset Council are investigating ways forward for this cross roads
thanks to the pressure from the Local Community Networks, many Parish Councils, local
haulage firms and Somerset Councillors Clarke, Hobbs and Ham.

e Terry Hill cross roads. - Somerset Council are looking at what can be done here after another fatal accident.
Many locals are avoiding this crossing as they are at the Beacon cross roads, Somerset Cllr Ham thought
that traffic lights would be the best option here and cheaper than a roundabout.

Lipyeate:
We discussed named road signs for Charmborough Lane and Cherry Gardens Lane. Sara would look at the

standard maps they use and would add these as locally known names for the abovementioned roads. If the Parish
Council want the roads to have signs the Parish Council would need to pay for them

We also talked about 20mph signs in Vobster and moving the 30mph signs going into Leigh on Mendip from
soho to be moved as agreed in the planning permission.

Levelling of Highbury Playing Fields Charity

Work to level the field is progressing well. There is a road sweeper on site, but this has rarely been required. It is
predicted that the first stage of levelling of the main pitch could be completed by the end of July. The Clerk and
Councillor Ham will seek a quote for an Agronomist to provide a management and seeding plan and quote for
the required seed.

CliIr Allen met with the football club to discuss improvements to the changing rooms. Quotes are being sought
for plumbing and other alterations which will be considered in the future. The football club have been talking
with other clubs regarding grant funding and how these can be secured. There is a club meeting on the 27th of
June which Cllr Allen will attend on behalf of the Parish Council

Date of Next Meetings:
8™ July 2026 Parish Council meeting

If you have any issues that you would like to bring to the Parish Council’s attention, please
contact the Clerk on 07971 516916 or email clerk @colefordpc.org.uk Check out the
website www.colefordpc.org.uk

Philip Ham
Chairman of Coleford Parish Council

20f2



Parish Council of Coleford

Miss V Watts

Clerk to the Council Gallant Hlll?l Fal‘in
Tel: 07971 516916 / 01749 880428 oxcote
Email: clerk @ colefordpc.org.uk Radstock

BA35YB

Newsletter for June 2026

Coleford Shedders

The Coleford Shedders were making good progress on the renovation of the phone box at Careys Mead, which
included cleaning the glass ready for reinstallation. It had been suggested that the phone box could be called the
‘Highbury library’.

Highways

Councilor update - Cllr Townsend provided the following report:
- Vobster - rough surface giving Alton Towers ride, since has been marked up for repair
- Between White Post and Charlton Lane - edge erosion reported and repaired

- = - Charity Lane - pothole reported and repaired
= ‘ - Stoke Bottom - pothole on bend reported
V - Highbury St - road closure challenged but Highways insisted it was vital for safety purposes.

- Stockhill - removal of Road Closure sign requested

Footpath issues reported:
- Back of Kings Head, FR 4/27, becoming badly overgrown particularly with nettles making it unsafe for
the elderly who use it regularly
- Anchor Rd to Farley Dell, possibly FR 4/5, invaded by overhanging beech hedge from No 81 on the south
side.

Update on the meeting with Somerset Councilor Philip Ham and Sara Davies Somerset Highways Engineer —
The following issues were discussed and it was agreed that the Council would continue to press for action
throughout the village roads.

Coleford:

a) Speed indicators sites. Sara Davies Somerset Highways Engineer had highlighted the best
locations for the SID at Lipyeate and Stockhill. There was also a discussion as to whether the
Council would be better to consider the Evolis Mobile units rather than Evolis Vision which
would enable the council to move the unit more easily if it choose to in the future.

b)Floral displays at the village entrance. Sara doesn’t like them as they rot but also can be
considered a hazard so suggested a wicket gate with a name plate of the village, plant bulbs and flowers and may
be a low trough . It was agreed that the council would send the proposed site location for approval.

¢) 20mph in Church St. — Sara said this would not be enforced by police but could be implemented
if paid for by the Parish Council. Sara said she would look into the siting of new signs like ‘No
Pavements, Children Playing, Road Narrowing or Narrow road.’

d) ‘Keep Clear’ sign by Old Coop to be repainted asap this year.

Newbury:

Volume of traffic, speed of traffic, mixing with children with additional needs walking and riding horses from
the disabled unit in Hoares Lane, plus guests visiting Luckington Gables, Hobbit Houses, Babington House, five
riding establishments and 60+ children attending the school on a daily basis, plus farm traffic combines to make
a lethal mix.

1of2



Sara said, 20mph signs are not an option as would not be enforceable, but very willing to help by:
1) Repainting rumble strips
2) Children signs walking / playing, road narrowing or narrow roads, slow signs in road.
3) Sara will look into the protocol of use of horses for the disabled and relationship between the two
schools and liabilities of both establishments.

Kilmersdon:

Parking opposite the Jolliffe Arms, the Parish Council to follow up with Sara

Dip in road on the hill of Hoares Lane.

30mph signs to be moved towards Joliffe bridge as agreed in planning permission several years ago.
Manbhole sunk in Kilmersdon hill.

Road Closed Signage:

Produced several photos of bad signage, Diversion signs at Charlton, signs in the middle of the road near bend
on junction of Charity lane onto Mells road. Road closed ahead signs in the wrong place, Sara said she had also
noticed bad signage on the way to Coleford. I also complained about the slow and lack of removal of signs. She
said she would report back to right team our observations.

MAJOR CROSS ROADS
*  Burnt Wood cross roads - This will cost around 4 million.
1*' set of plans have been rejected by Sara and other members of her team and they are being redrawn . The
farmers who are giving up land were also not happy in the way the drawings were using more land than
needed.

* Beacon cross roads - Somerset Council are investigating ways forward for this cross roads
thanks to the pressure from the Local Community Networks, many Parish Councils, local
haulage firms and Somerset Councillors Clarke, Hobbs and Ham.

e Terry Hill cross roads. - Somerset Council are looking at what can be done here after another fatal accident.
Many locals are avoiding this crossing as they are at the Beacon cross roads, Somerset Cllr Ham thought
that traffic lights would be the best option here and cheaper than a roundabout.

Lipyeate:
We discussed named road signs for Charmborough Lane and Cherry Gardens Lane. Sara would look at the

standard maps they use and would add these as locally known names for the abovementioned roads. If the Parish
Council want the roads to have signs the Parish Council would need to pay for them

We also talked about 20mph signs in Vobster and moving the 30mph signs going into Leigh on Mendip from
soho to be moved as agreed in the planning permission.

Levelling of Highbury Playing Fields Charity

Work to level the field is progressing well. There is a road sweeper on site, but this has rarely been required. It is
predicted that the first stage of levelling of the main pitch could be completed by the end of July. The Clerk and
Councillor Ham will seek a quote for an Agronomist to provide a management and seeding plan and quote for
the required seed.

CliIr Allen met with the football club to discuss improvements to the changing rooms. Quotes are being sought
for plumbing and other alterations which will be considered in the future. The football club have been talking
with other clubs regarding grant funding and how these can be secured. There is a club meeting on the 27th of
June which Cllr Allen will attend on behalf of the Parish Council

Date of Next Meetings:
8™ July 2026 Parish Council meeting

If you have any issues that you would like to bring to the Parish Council’s attention, please
contact the Clerk on 07971 516916 or email clerk @colefordpc.org.uk Check out the
website www.colefordpc.org.uk

Philip Ham
Chairman of Coleford Parish Council

20f2



Parish Council of Coleford

Miss V Watts

Clerk to the Council Gallant Hlll?l Fal‘in
Tel: 07971 516916 / 01749 880428 oxcote
Email: clerk @ colefordpc.org.uk Radstock

BA35YB

Newsletter for June 2026

Coleford Shedders

The Coleford Shedders were making good progress on the renovation of the phone box at Careys Mead, which
included cleaning the glass ready for reinstallation. It had been suggested that the phone box could be called the
‘Highbury library’.

Highways

Councilor update - Cllr Townsend provided the following report:
- Vobster - rough surface giving Alton Towers ride, since has been marked up for repair
- Between White Post and Charlton Lane - edge erosion reported and repaired

- = - Charity Lane - pothole reported and repaired
= ‘ - Stoke Bottom - pothole on bend reported
V - Highbury St - road closure challenged but Highways insisted it was vital for safety purposes.

- Stockhill - removal of Road Closure sign requested

Footpath issues reported:
- Back of Kings Head, FR 4/27, becoming badly overgrown particularly with nettles making it unsafe for
the elderly who use it regularly
- Anchor Rd to Farley Dell, possibly FR 4/5, invaded by overhanging beech hedge from No 81 on the south
side.

Update on the meeting with Somerset Councilor Philip Ham and Sara Davies Somerset Highways Engineer —
The following issues were discussed and it was agreed that the Council would continue to press for action
throughout the village roads.

Coleford:

a) Speed indicators sites. Sara Davies Somerset Highways Engineer had highlighted the best
locations for the SID at Lipyeate and Stockhill. There was also a discussion as to whether the
Council would be better to consider the Evolis Mobile units rather than Evolis Vision which
would enable the council to move the unit more easily if it choose to in the future.

b)Floral displays at the village entrance. Sara doesn’t like them as they rot but also can be
considered a hazard so suggested a wicket gate with a name plate of the village, plant bulbs and flowers and may
be a low trough . It was agreed that the council would send the proposed site location for approval.

¢) 20mph in Church St. — Sara said this would not be enforced by police but could be implemented
if paid for by the Parish Council. Sara said she would look into the siting of new signs like ‘No
Pavements, Children Playing, Road Narrowing or Narrow road.’

d) ‘Keep Clear’ sign by Old Coop to be repainted asap this year.

Newbury:

Volume of traffic, speed of traffic, mixing with children with additional needs walking and riding horses from
the disabled unit in Hoares Lane, plus guests visiting Luckington Gables, Hobbit Houses, Babington House, five
riding establishments and 60+ children attending the school on a daily basis, plus farm traffic combines to make
a lethal mix.

1of2



Sara said, 20mph signs are not an option as would not be enforceable, but very willing to help by:
1) Repainting rumble strips
2) Children signs walking / playing, road narrowing or narrow roads, slow signs in road.
3) Sara will look into the protocol of use of horses for the disabled and relationship between the two
schools and liabilities of both establishments.

Kilmersdon:

Parking opposite the Jolliffe Arms, the Parish Council to follow up with Sara

Dip in road on the hill of Hoares Lane.

30mph signs to be moved towards Joliffe bridge as agreed in planning permission several years ago.
Manbhole sunk in Kilmersdon hill.

Road Closed Signage:

Produced several photos of bad signage, Diversion signs at Charlton, signs in the middle of the road near bend
on junction of Charity lane onto Mells road. Road closed ahead signs in the wrong place, Sara said she had also
noticed bad signage on the way to Coleford. I also complained about the slow and lack of removal of signs. She
said she would report back to right team our observations.

MAJOR CROSS ROADS
*  Burnt Wood cross roads - This will cost around 4 million.
1*' set of plans have been rejected by Sara and other members of her team and they are being redrawn . The
farmers who are giving up land were also not happy in the way the drawings were using more land than
needed.

* Beacon cross roads - Somerset Council are investigating ways forward for this cross roads
thanks to the pressure from the Local Community Networks, many Parish Councils, local
haulage firms and Somerset Councillors Clarke, Hobbs and Ham.

e Terry Hill cross roads. - Somerset Council are looking at what can be done here after another fatal accident.
Many locals are avoiding this crossing as they are at the Beacon cross roads, Somerset Cllr Ham thought
that traffic lights would be the best option here and cheaper than a roundabout.

Lipyeate:
We discussed named road signs for Charmborough Lane and Cherry Gardens Lane. Sara would look at the

standard maps they use and would add these as locally known names for the abovementioned roads. If the Parish
Council want the roads to have signs the Parish Council would need to pay for them

We also talked about 20mph signs in Vobster and moving the 30mph signs going into Leigh on Mendip from
soho to be moved as agreed in the planning permission.

Levelling of Highbury Playing Fields Charity

Work to level the field is progressing well. There is a road sweeper on site, but this has rarely been required. It is
predicted that the first stage of levelling of the main pitch could be completed by the end of July. The Clerk and
Councillor Ham will seek a quote for an Agronomist to provide a management and seeding plan and quote for
the required seed.

CliIr Allen met with the football club to discuss improvements to the changing rooms. Quotes are being sought
for plumbing and other alterations which will be considered in the future. The football club have been talking
with other clubs regarding grant funding and how these can be secured. There is a club meeting on the 27th of
June which Cllr Allen will attend on behalf of the Parish Council

Date of Next Meetings:
8™ July 2026 Parish Council meeting

If you have any issues that you would like to bring to the Parish Council’s attention, please
contact the Clerk on 07971 516916 or email clerk @colefordpc.org.uk Check out the
website www.colefordpc.org.uk

Philip Ham
Chairman of Coleford Parish Council

20f2



