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Parish Council of Coleford 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Newsletter for May 2026 
 

Our Annual meeting of the Parish Council took place at the May meeting.  The following 

appointments were made for the forthcoming year: 

 

Election of Officers 

Chair  Cllr Philip Ham   Vice Chair Cllr Henry Banks 

 

Formation of Working Parties within the Parish Council  

Subject to absent Councilors’ confirmation: 

 

Working Party    Lead Councilor Team members 

Playing Fields, Play areas & Pump Track Cllr Allen  Cllrs Bell / Evans / Ham 

Environment & Cemetery   Cllr Evans  Cllrs Allen / Paterson 

Townsend / Moulding / Palmer 

Allotments     Cllr Allen  Cllrs Ham / Moulding /  

Townsend / Palmer 

Plus 1 x Allotment holder 

Finance, Pay Review   Cllr Townsend Cllrs Ham / Pearce 

Bell / Moulding / Clerk 

Small Grants     Cllr Banks  Cllrs Pearce / Evans 

 

Lead / Link Councillors: 

Footpaths / Rights of Way   Cllrs Swords / Fisher 

Highways     Cllrs Townsend / Ham 

Open Spaces & Trees   Cllrs Swords / Moulding / Allen 

Community Plan    Cllrs Townsend / Bell / Paterson / 

Douglas-Burke / Palmer 

Young People    Cllrs Ham / Banks  / Swords 

Climate      Cllrs Moulding / Swords / Douglas-Burke 

Community Payback   Cllrs Moulding / Swords / Palmer 

 

Representatives: 

Local Community Network group  Cllrs Bell / Townsend  

(Cllr Townsend has voting rights) 

@ The Hub     Cllrs Banks / Ham / Townsend 

Bishop Henderson School & Pre-school Cllrs Allen / Douglas-Burke / Palmer 

Football Club(s) Representative   Cllr Allen 

PCSO Scheme    Cllrs Banks / Evans 

Miss V Watts 

Clerk to the Council 

Tel: 07971 516916 / 01749 880428 

Email: clerk@colefordpc.org.uk   

Gallant Hill Farm 

Foxcote 

Radstock 

BA3 5YB 
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Somerset Association of Local Councils Cllr Evans 

Quarry Liaison Group   Cllrs Pearce / Bell / Townsend / Palmer 

Mendip Country Practice Patients Group Cllrs Townsend / Paterson / Douglas-Burke  

Parochial Church     Cllr Townsend  

Somerset Bus Partnership   Cllrs Moulding and Douglas Burke 

 

Monthly Parish Council meeting 

The usual monthly meeting followed on thereafter: 

 

PCSO 

The report had been circulated to all Councillors and will be available to view as a report on the 

website.  There were: 

1 x Arson & Criminal Damage 

1 x Drug Offences 

1 x Miscellaneous Crimes Against Society 

1 x Public Order Offences 

3 x Theft 

 

Somerset Council 

The monthly report had been shared with Councillors before the meeting.  This can be found on 

the Parish Council website: https://www.colefordpc.org.uk/meetings.php  

 

Coleford Shedders 

The renovations to the Careys Mead telephone box are progressing well, the glass has been 

removed, stripped and primed.  A new door has been constructed and a new handle in the same 

original style will be purchased.   

 

The Shedders have proposed that a recycled material costing approx. 

£110.00 would offer better value for money over hardwood for the 

renovation of the Preachers Vale benches.  The Council agreed that the 

materials should be purchased and submitted to the Council for 

payment. 

 

The Coleford Shedders are considering whether they will create a new notice board for outside 

the Coleford Hub and possibly renovate the existing notice board outside the Piano shop as the 

posts are solid and parishioners are still using the board. 

 

Planning updates  

An email had been received on 22nd April from Bill Cotton the interim Service Director, 

Planning and Somerset Council apologizing for the lack of response to the Parish Council letter 

dated 17th December regarding the Rainer Appeal ref 2024/0163, Anchor Road, 

Coleford.  He went on to outline why Somerset Council decided not to defend 

the appeal.  He also outlined that the Planning Inspectorate’s decision on the 

appeal was independent of Somerset Council and if The Parish Council has any 

concerns about the Inspector’s decision, these should be directed to the Planning Inspectorate.  

There is currently no update on the Rope Walk appeal. 

 

Asset of Community Value Certificate on the Coleford British Legion 

It was agreed that an application to extend the Asset of Community Value certificate for the 

Coleford British Legion would be sought.  It was also suggested that the building should also 

be registered as a listed building.  Both of these would be pursued by the Council. 
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Highways 

The following issues were reported: 

• Pedestrian crossing by Beacon View junction light failed, reported and corrected. 

• Charlton Road to Charmborough Lane junction - potholes on junction turning left 

reported again as vehicles on the wrong side of the road avoiding them.  

• Charlton Lane - pothole at apex of sharp bend, inspection of whole 

length requested. 

• Anchor Rd - traffic lights by RBL - questioned the need as no work 

being done on the highway, or anywhere else for 3 days inviting 

misbehaviour. 

• Highbury St - damaged wall at entrance to old Mendip car park 

 

Other issues: 

• LCN Meeting - Concern raised at the safety issues at the Beacon Cross.  The Council are 

encouraged to record every near miss. Please do email the Clerk clerk@colefordpc.org.uk 

with any incidents for the council to pass on 

• Highbury Street closure notified for 26th May. This would be questioned to see if traffic 

lights are proposed as it states that access will only be allowed for Emergency vehicles. 

 

Date of Next Meetings:  

27th May 2026  Planning meeting 

10th June 2026   Parish Council meeting 
 

If you have any issues that you would like to bring to the Parish Council’s attention, please 

contact the Clerk on 07971 516916 or email clerk@colefordpc.org.uk  Check out the website 

www.colefordpc.org.uk 

 

Philip Ham 

Chairman of Coleford Parish Council 
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